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General Marking Guidance 
  
  

• All candidates must receive the same 

treatment.  Examiners must mark the first candidate in 
exactly the same way as they mark the last. 

 

• Mark schemes should be applied positively. Candidates 

must be rewarded for what they have shown they can do 
rather than penalised for omissions. 

 
 

• Examiners should mark according to the mark scheme not 

according to their perception of where the grade boundaries 
may lie. 

 

• There is no ceiling on achievement. All marks on the mark 

scheme should be used appropriately. 
 

• All the marks on the mark scheme are designed to be 

awarded. Examiners should always award full marks if 
deserved, i.e. if the answer matches the mark 
scheme.  Examiners should also be prepared to award zero 

marks if the candidate’s response is not worthy of credit 
according to the mark scheme. 

 

• Where some judgement is required, mark schemes will 

provide the principles by which marks will be awarded and 
exemplification may be limited. 

 

• When examiners are in doubt regarding the application of 
the mark scheme to a candidate’s response, the team 
leader must be consulted. 

 

• Crossed out work should be marked UNLESS the candidate 
has replaced it with an alternative response. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Question 

Number 

Answer Mark 

1 (a) 
B (1) 

1 (b) 
C (1) 

1 (c) 
A (1) 

1 (d) 
C (1) 

1 (e) 
A (1) 

1 (f) 
B (1) 

 
 
 

Question 

Number 

Answer Mark 

2 (a) C (1) 

2 (b) L (1) 

2 (c) J (1) 

2 (d) H (1) 

2 (e) F (1) 

2 (f) K (1) 

 
 

Question 

Number 

Answer Mark 

3A Enrique (1) 

3B Carlota, Asma  (2) 

3C Asma (1)  

3D Enrique (1) 

3E Carlota (1) 

3F Asma (1) 

3G Enrique (1) 

 



 

Question 

Number 

Answer Accept Reject Mark 

4(a) Any two of: 

No hay/había electricidad 

OR 

(los) árboles cayeron 

 

OR  

(4) personas heridas 

 

sin electricidad 

 

caída de árboles/ 

los árboles que 

cayeron 

 

heridos 

 

 

electricidad 

(2) 

4(b) tormentas  lluvias (1) 

4(c) 10 500  200 000 (1) 

4(d) 50 años Cincuenta años  (1) 

4(e) (el) centro 

AND 

(los) barrios históricos 

  

 

 

 

Los barrios 

(1) 

 

(1) 

4(f) (los) polideportivos 

AND 

(las) iglesias 

(los) pueblos 

vecinos 

 

 

inglesias 

 (1) 

 

(1) 

4(g) (Cuando haga) buen 

tiempo 

El tiempo mejora / 

hay buen tiempo / 

mejor tiempo 

 

(No se estabilizará 

hasta que) mejore 

el tiempo 

 (1) 

 
 

 
  



 

Question 

Number 

Answer Accept Reject Mark 

5(a) Miedo 

AND 

tristeza 

El padre está triste 

La niña tiene miedo 

Triste 

Tristeza 

Preocupación/ 

preocupada/o 

Untargeted 

lift: “La 
familia 

caminaba….
hacer el 

viaje”  

(2) 

5(b) Cambia(n)/ cambiará(n) 

 

Está(n) cambiando 

 

Están a punto de 

cambiar 

El tiempo y 

la familia 

están tristes 

 

Ideas about 

lluvia = 

tristeza 

(1) 

 

5(c) (Un poco después de 

las) 10:25 

Las diez y 

veinticinco 

 

A eso de las 10:25 

 

10:30 – 11:00 

 (1) 

5(d) 4  2 

 

“Dos de ida y 
dos de ida y 

vuelta” 

(1) 

 

5(e) No quiere estar solo Sus padres van a 

dejarlos/ dejarán a 

los chicos solos 

 

No quiere 

estar/quedarse/ 

vivir sin sus padres 

 

No quiere que sus 

padres los dejaran 

solos 

 

Los chicos van a 

estar solos 

 (1) 

 



 

5(f) Su madre dice que tiene 

11 años 

  (1) 

 

 

5(g) Su cumpleaños es en 

mayo 

Cumple/cumplirá 

12 años en mayo 

 

Tendrá 12 años en 

mayo/ será 12 años 

en mayo 

Tendré doce 

años en 

mayo 

(unless the 

subject is 

added, e.g. 

Santi tendré 

12 años en 

mayo) 

(1) 

5(h) (Quizás) no volverán/ 

volverían/ vuelven a 

Baracaldo 

AND 

Tendrá que cuidar a su 

hermana/Begoña 

Van a vivir en 

Bilbao 

 

Accept present 

tense 

 (1) 

 

 

 

 

 

(1) 

 

 

  



 

Question 

Number 

Communication and Content 

6 The candidate should have referred to the following bullet points: 
 

• cama 

• el domingo pasado 

• libros 

• mis amigos 

 

Maximum of 4 if one bullet is not addressed. 

Maximum of 3 if two bullets are not addressed. 

Maximum of 2 if three bullets are not addressed. 

Candidate scores 0 if no bullets have been addressed. 

Mark Descriptor 

0 No rewardable material. 

1 • Isolated examples of relevant information. 

• Only isolated words and phrases are communicated, as appropriate to the task. 

• Only isolated items are comprehensible. 

2 • The response contains little relevant information with limited use of detail. 

There may be repetition. 

• Expresses simple ideas and opinions, as appropriate to the task. 

• Just about comprehensible overall but with sentences that are mostly 

unconnected. 

3 • The response contains some relevant information with occasional use of detail. 

• Begins to show ability to express ideas and opinions and to inform, as 

appropriate to the task. 

• Coherent overall but logical flow and sequence of ideas is intermittent, which 

impedes clarity. 

4 • Some detail and mostly relevant response to the task. 

• Shows some evidence of ability to express ideas and opinions and to describe, 

or inform, as appropriate to the task. 

• Coherent with logical flow and sequence of ideas, though there may be some 

lapses. 

5 • Detailed and fully relevant response to the task. 

• Shows a clear ability to express ideas and opinions and to describe or inform, 

as appropriate to the task. 

• Coherent with logical flow and sequence of ideas. 



 

 
 
 

Question 

Number 

Linguistic knowledge and accuracy 

6 Candidate scores 0 if no bullets have been addressed. 

Mark Descriptor 

0 No rewardable language. 

1 • Isolated examples of target language vocabulary and structures. 

• Uses very basic language to write words and phrases. 

• Isolated examples of accurate language. 

2 • Uses very familiar and predictable vocabulary and structures, often repetitive. 

• Uses simple, familiar and predictable language to write short sentences or 

phrases. 

• Occasional correct phrases but frequent misspellings, inaccurate genders and 

incorrect verb forms. 

3 • Uses familiar and predictable vocabulary and structures. 

• Some evidence of manipulation of language to produce sentences but this is 

not sustained. 

• Sometimes accurate in using straightforward language but there are major 

errors with verbs and tenses. 

4 • Tends towards use of familiar and predictable vocabulary and structures. 

• Some evidence of manipulation of language to produce sentences. 

• Mostly accurate with some minor errors, e.g. spellings, genders and agreements 

and an occasional major error, e.g. with verbs and tenses. 

5 • Uses a range of vocabulary and grammatical structures. 

• Language manipulated to produce fluent sentences. 

• Very accurate with only isolated minor errors, e.g. spellings, genders and 

agreements. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Question 

Number 

Communication and Content 

7 (a) 

 

 

 

 

 (b) 

 

 

 

 

 (c) 

The candidate should have referred to the following bullet points: 

• el uso de los ordenadores en el colegio 

• tu opinión sobre los ordenadores de mesa y/o los portátiles 

• lo que hiciste ayer con un ordenador 

• cómo imaginas el ordenador del futuro. 

The candidate should have referred to the following bullet points: 

• lo que pasó durante tu visita 

• si te gusta visitar las ciudades  

• cómo prefieres obtener información sobre un lugar turístico 

• un nuevo lugar que visitarás en el futuro. 

The candidate should have referred to the following bullet points: 

• lo que hiciste el fin de semana pasado 

• el día de la semana que te gusta más/menos 

• dónde prefieres comer 

• lo que cambiarás de tu rutina en el futuro. 

Maximum of band 7-8 if one bullet is not addressed. 

Maximum of band 5-6 if two bullets are not addressed. 

Maximum of band 3-4 if three bullets are not addressed. 

Candidate scores 0 if no bullets have been addressed. 

Mark  Descriptor 

0  No rewardable material.  

1–2  • The response shows minimal ability to express ideas relevant to the narrative, 

report or description required, and ideas hardly follow a logical sequence. 

• The response is rarely coherent and there is so much digression that the overall 

theme or purpose of the piece is greatly obscured. 

3–4  • The response shows some basic ability to express ideas in a form that would be 

comprehensible to a sympathetic native reader, with only occasional evidence of 

ideas following a logical sequence. 

• The response is occasionally coherent and, while there is some digression, the 

theme or purpose is generally clear. 

5–6  • The response shows a moderate ability to express ideas in a form that would be 

comprehensible to a sympathetic native reader, and some evidence of ideas 

following a logical sequence. 

• The response is sometimes coherent and there is digression from the topic but 

the overall theme or purpose is clear. 



 

7–8  • The response shows a good ability to express ideas in a form that would be 

comprehensible to a sympathetic native reader, with much evidence of ideas 

following a logical sequence. 

• The response is mostly coherent and while there may be occasional ambiguity 

or digression from the theme, these appear to be aberrations in an otherwise 

pertinent response. 

9–10  • The response shows an excellent ability to express ideas in a logical sequence 

and errors do not interfere with comprehension for a sympathetic native 

speaker. 

• The response is entirely coherent and while there may be minor ambiguities or 

digression from the theme, the response is confident, fluent, pertinent and 

purposeful. 

Question 

number  

Linguistic knowledge and accuracy    

7  

Mark  Descriptor 

0  No rewardable material.  

1–2  • Very limited range and variety of vocabulary and grammatical structures, use of 

only one tense, with a high degree of repetition. 

• Very little evidence of correct spelling, verb formation, gender and agreement. 

3–4  • Narrow range of vocabulary and grammatical structures, and a possible attempt 

at a second tense, though with a significant amount of repetition. 

• Occasional evidence of correct spelling, verb formation, gender and agreement. 

5–6  • Satisfactory range of vocabulary and grammatical structures, and unsteady use 

of two tenses, though with some noticeable repetition. 

• Some evidence of correct spelling, verb formation, gender and agreement. 

7–8  • Good range of vocabulary and grammatical structures, and secure use of at 

least two tenses, with little noticeable repetition. 

• Significant evidence of correct spelling, verb formation, gender and agreement. 

9–10  • Excellent range of vocabulary and grammatical structures, and secure use of at 

least three tenses, including some complex lexical items and no noticeable 

repetition. 

• Very strong evidence of correct spelling, verb formation, gender and agreement. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 

Question 

Number 

Answer Accept Reject Mark 

8 (a) usaban   (1) 

8 (b) podía  podia podría (1) 

8 (c) sus   (1) 

8 (d) Algunos  Algúnos  (1) 

8 (e) lugares   (1) 

8 (f) utilizar   (1) 

8 (g) malas   (1) 

8 (h) va  irá (1) 

8 (i) estarán  estaran  (1) 

8 (j) tienen   (1) 
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